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Abstract 

 
Male and female students have different and similar writing styles. 

These differences and similarities make them have their own 

characteristics in writing. The differences that occur can be seen in 

terms of lexical and grammatical features. This research aimed to 

compare writing style between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay. This research was conducted at English 

Language Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training 

and Educational Sciences, Pakuan University. There were four male 

and four female students from 4A in this research as the 

participants. To gain the research data, the researcher used three 

research instruments: documentation, questionnaire, and interview. 

Documentation instrument was used to analyze students’ work. 

Questionnaire instrument was distributed two times for each 

student. Interview was conducted once for each student. 

According to the data analysis, it was found that there are two 

similarities and three differences between male and female 

students in writing argumentative essay. The similarities are the use 

of psychological processes and the use of sentence structure, 

punctuation, and capitalization. The differences are the way to 

express the opinion, the use of words, and the use of certain 

possessive pronouns more frequently 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Writing is one of the subjects that must be learned by male and female 

university students. In this subject they must be familiar in writing different types of 

texts and essays. Every essay has different writing characteristics. One of the essays 

that must be written by male and female university students is argumentative 

essay. Some studies found that male and female students usually have a different 

way to write their argumentative essay. 

Yuka (2014) stated the differences that occur are seen from the choice of 

words that male and female students use in conveying their arguments. They 
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choose different lexical features in writing their argumentative essay. Yuka (2014) 

added male and female students also have a different point of view in 

constructing their idea to explain their arguments. 

According to Steiner (2014) many different approaches, among which the 

dominance and the difference approach are the best known. These two 

approaches described tendencies in male and female use of language. Zare-ee 

and Kuar (2012) said female learners were weaker in content and organization 

scores and tended to be less assertive and less argumentative. 

The differences make them have their own characteristics in constructing 

their idea. Even though the topic is the same, they will explain their arguments in 

different ways. Therefore, male and female students have their own writing style in 

writing argumentative essay. 

 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

In this research, qualitative approach and netnography method is used to get 

the data about writing style between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay. This research was conducted at English Language Education 

Study Program of Faculty of Teacher Training and Educational Sciences, Pakuan 

University. The participants in this research are the students in the fourth semester of 

English Language Education Study Program. The researcher took 4A students as 

many as 25 who wrote argumentative essay in Essay Writing subject. 

In collecting the data, the researcher used three instruments including 

documentation, questionnaires, and interview. 

Documentation 

The document used is the students’ work. The researcher analyzed the lexical 

and grammatical features used by male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay by considering the characteristics of male and female writing 

style. 

Questionnaire 

The questionnaire used is close-ended question. The questionnaire was 
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distributed to the participants in order to find out the writing style comparison 

between male and female students in writing argumentative essay. The 

questionnaire consisted of seven statements related to the characteristic of male 

and female writing style. 

Interview 

A guided-interview is used to dig up more information about the writing style 

comparison between male and female students in writing argumentative essay. 

Moreover, it is used to validate the data collected from documentation and 

questionnaire. The information was recorded by using a recorder. To analyze the 

data, some steps were used in this research. The first Students’ answers in the 

questionnaire were analyzed by using google form. Through google form the data 

was processed into percentages of how many participants who answer yes or no 

about the statements written in the questionnaire. The data then was changed 

into table or graphic and it is described by the researcher. Furthermore, the 

differences and the similarities between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay were coded, transcribed and classified, so did the data from 

the interview. Moreover, to answer the research question and to draw the 

conclusion, the writer matched the theories with the findings of the research. 

DISCUSSION 

Data from Document  

The students’ work was used for analyzing aspects of writing argumentative 

essay based on lexical and grammatical features. The students’ work is taken from 

four male and female students. The result of analyzing the argumentative essay is 

as follows: 

The Argumentative Essay Written by Male Students 

1) Lexical Features 

From the four male students, three of them wrote their argument by 

changing personal opinions to the general opinion. Besides that, one of 

them convey his argument by using his own opinion. Three students did not 

use certain possessive pronoun more frequently in writing their 

argumentative essay. However, there was one student that used possessive 
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pronoun more frequently in writing his argumentative essay. Male students 

wrote their argument clearly enough. They did not write their argument with 

many words. One of the four students wrote his argumentative essay with 

different vocabulary. 

2) Grammatical Features 

In writing argumentative essay three male students clearly use 

Psychological Processes in expressing their opinion. They told their feeling to 

the readers about the topic on the argumentative essay they wrote. It can 

be seen from the argumentative essay that had written by male students. 

From all the male students, only one student who paid attention to the use 

of sentence structure. Therefore, all the male students did not pay attention 

to the structure of argumentative essay. They also did not pay attention to 

the use of punctuation and capitalization in writing their argumentative 

essay. 

The Argumentative Essay Written by Female Students 

1) Lexical Features  

The researcher analyzed the data from four female students. Two of the 

students wrote their argument by changing their personal opinion to general 

opinion. In another side, two of them wrote their argument by using their 

own opinion. It can be seen from their opinion in argumentative essay. All 

the female students did not use certain personal pronouns more frequently 

but all of them used many words in writing their argumentative essay. They 

explained their argument in many words, but they lack of vocabulary. They 

used the same words to convey their argument. 

2) Grammatical Features 

In writing argumentative essay, they also used Psychological Processes 

on it. They gave their personal point of view and their feeling about the 

topic. It can be seen from the argumentative essay that they wrote. For the 

use of sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization not all of them 

paid attention about this. Only one of them that pay attention to the use of 

sentence structure. She also gave attention to the structure of 
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argumentative essay. For the use of punctuation and capitalization, they 

must be more careful in determining which punctuation marks are used.  

From the data that had been described, it can be concluded that 

both male and female students were changing their personal opinions to 

the general opinion. It means that they want to convey their argument from 

the point of view of many people. They put their personal opinions aside so 

that they appear to have the same opinion as most people. Male and 

female students did not use certain personal pronouns more frequently. 

They use subject more frequently in their argumentative essay. For male 

students, they did not use many words in writing argumentative essay. One 

of them used many kinds of words; he has a lot of vocabulary. For female 

students, all of them use many words in their argumentative essay. However, 

in writing, they repeat a lot of words. The male and female students also did 

not pay attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and 

capitalization. Only one of them paid attention to the use of sentence 

structure, but for the use of punctuation and capitalization all of them 

ignore it. 

 Data from Questionnaire 

The questionnaire was used to find out the writing style comparison between 

male and female students in writing argumentative essay. It was distributed to four 

male and female students. The questionnaire consists of six statements related to 

the characteristic of male and female writing style. 

Questionnaire from Four Male Students 

1) Lexical Features 

Two of male students (50%) changed their personal opinions to the 

general opinion when write their argument. In another side, two other males 

(50%) write their own opinion in writing argumentative essay. In using certain 

personal pronouns (your, you, our) more frequently in their argumentative 

essay, three of male students (75%) answer no. Only one male student (25%) 

used certain personal pronouns (your, your, our) more frequently. In writing 

argumentative essay, all the male students (100%) write their essay in many 
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words.  

2) Grammatical Features 

Three of them (75%) also use Psychological Processes in convey their 

opinion. One of the students (25%) did not give his own feeling in writing 

argumentative essay. However, in making this essay, all the male students 

(100%) pay attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and 

capitalization.  

Questionnaire from Four Female Students 

1) Lexical Features 

In writing argumentative essay, all the female students were changing 

their personal opinions to the general opinion. Their answer is (100%) yes. 

However, sometimes two of them also write their own opinions in explaining 

their argument. The answer for this statement is (50%) yes and (50%) no. In 

using personal pronouns (your, you, our) more frequently in writing 

argumentative essay, three of them answer yes. There are (75%) yes. Only 

one of them (25%) answer no. She did not use certain personal pronouns 

more frequently. In writing argumentative essay three of them (75%) use 

many words in explaining their opinion.  

2) Grammatical Features 

They also involve Psychological Processes in expressing their feeling 

about the topic or the argument. Beside that there is one female student 

(25%) that did not use many words and did not involve Psychological 

Processes in writing argumentative essay. Furthermore, in paying attention 

for the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization all the 

female students (100%) answer yes. 

Hence, the data of questionnaire showed writing style comparison 

between male and female students in writing argumentative essay can be 

found in terms of lexical features. There are four questions in terms of 

lexical features. It can be concluded that female students were changing 

their personal opinions to the general opinion in writing argumentative 

essay. This statement is related to the result of document analysis and also 
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the theory from Steiner (2014:10) who said another way of women to avoid 

the direct expression of their opinion or the isolation from the groups is the 

use of personal pronoun “we”. For the male students they not express their 

own opinion in writing their argument based on analyzing the document 

and also the questionnaire. The theory that says female students use 

certain personal pronouns (your, you, our) more frequently in writing 

argumentative essay in this research cannot be proven.  

The result that the researcher got from analyzing the document 

concludes that female students did not use it more frequently. However, 

the result from the questionnaire can be concluded that female students 

use certain personal pronouns (your, you, our) more frequently. In writing 

argumentative essay female students use many words in conveying their 

argument. The theory from Hadina (2014:43) is proved. From the data in 

document and questionnaire, it can be concluded that female students 

use many words in conveying their argument. Male students also use 

many words in writing argumentative essay. However, there is a difference 

between male and female students in using many words in writing 

argumentative essay. Female students write with many words because 

they do many repetitions. They lack of vocabulary. They have the same 

purpose of what they said but they use same words in conveying it. 

However, male students use many words in writing argumentative essay 

with different vocabulary. They use various vocabulary to convey their 

argument.  

The result of questionnaire can be also found in terms of 

grammatical features. There are two questions in terms of grammatical 

features. It can be concluded that both male and female students use 

Psychological Processes in writing argumentative essay. They express their 

feeling about the topic in writing argumentative essay. The theory from 

Yuka (2014:598) about females use words related to Psychological 

Processes is proved. This result is also related to the result from document 

analysis. Male and female students also gave their attention to the use of 

sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization. In writing 

argumentative essay, they pay attention about how to construct the 
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sentence. 

Data from Interview 

There were five questions which were given to the respondents through the 

WhatsApp application. Those questions were classified into two indicators. The first 

indicator is Lexical features. For female lexical features, in the first question three of 

four female students changed their personal opinion to the general opinion. Only 

one of them that convey her own opinion. The second question, three of female 

students also use many words in writing argumentative essay. Only one of them did 

not use many words in writing it. In the third question, female students use many 

words in writing argumentative essay since they repeated many words. For the use 

of personal pronouns more frequently, all the female students did it. They use 

personal pronouns to convey their arguments. For male lexical features, in the first 

question three of male students changed their personal opinion to the general 

opinion, meanwhile one of them convey his own opinion. In the second question, 

all the male students use many words in writing argumentative essay. They wrote 

their arguments by using different vocabulary. In the third question, two male 

students use personal pronouns in writing argumentative essay, while two others 

male students did not use personal pronouns in writing argumentative essay. The 

second indicator is grammatical features. For the first question, female and male 

students use Psychological Processes in writing argumentative essay. In the second 

question, female and male students also paid attention to the use of sentence 

structure, punctuation, and capitalization. 

      Male and female students have different characteristics in writing. Steiner 

(2014:7) stated the differences that occur can be seen in terms of language, 

questions, hedging, the use of personal pronouns, and the use of expletives and 

coarse language. The difference of writing style between male and female 

students can be seen in argumentative essay. Despite the difference, there are 

also similarities between male and female students in writing argumentative essay 

in terms of lexical and grammatical feature in writing. There are some differences 

and similarities between male and female students in writing argumentative essay 

in term of lexical and grammatical features. 

Lexical Features 
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From the data, male students changed their personal opinions to the 

general opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result. The data showed that 50% 

of male students answer yes for this statement. Then, it was also supported by the 

interview result. They use general opinion to strengthen their opinion. The next 

differences between male and female students in writing argumentative essay was 

the use of certain personal pronouns more frequently (your, you, our). 75% of male 

students are not use certain personal pronouns more frequently in conveying their 

opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result and it was also supported by the 

interview result. Another writing style differences between male and female 

students was the use of many words in writing argumentative essay. The result 

showed that male students, all of them 100% use many words in writing 

argumentative essay. Male students also use different vocabulary in conveying the 

arguments so that there are not many repetitions.  

     For the female students, the data showed that they convey the arguments 

in the point of view of other people’s opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result. 

100% of female students answer they changed their personal opinions to the 

general opinion. The next differences between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay was the use of certain personal pronouns more frequently 

(your, you, our). 100% of female students used certain personal pronouns more 

frequently such as ‘your, you, and ours’. It was proven by questionnaire result and it 

was also reinforced by the interview result. Another writing style differences 

between male and female students was the use of many words in writing 

argumentative essay. 75% of female students use many words in writing 

argumentative essay. Only one of them used a simple explanation in conveying 

her argument. 

Grammatical Features 

The first similarities found was the use of Psychological Processes in writing 

argumentative essay. Male students 100% used Psychological Processes in 

expressing their opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result and it also supported 

by interview result as in excerpt #26 and excerpt #27. The second similarities found 

was paying attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and 

capitalization. Male students 100% pay attention to the use of sentence structure. It 

was proved by questionnaire result. It was also supported by interview result. They 
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pay attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization so 

that their argumentative essay can be read clearly enough by the readers.  

     For female students the data showed that they also used Psychological 

Processes in expressing their opinion. 100% of female students answer yes for this 

statement. It was proven by questionnaire result and it also supported by interview 

result as in excerpt #11 and excerpt #12. The last differences found was paying 

attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization. 100% of 

female students pay attention to the use of sentence structure. It was proved by 

questionnaire result and it was also supported by interview result. As male students, 

female students also pay attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, 

and capitalization so that their argumentative essay can be read obviously by the 

readers.  

     Briefly, the result of this research showed that there were some differences 

and similarities between male and female students in writing argumentative essay. 

The first difference was changing personal opinions to the general opinion. It was in 

line with Steiner (2014:10) who said that another way of woman to avoid the direct 

expression of their opinion or the isolation from the groups is the use of personal 

pronoun “we”. Steiner (2014:10) as cited in Tannen (2010) also said, the fact that 

girls grow up in groups and identify with each other, so individually does not exist 

there. the second difference was writing an argument by expressing personal 

opinions (use more personal pronoun “I”. It was supported by Stainer (2014:13), 

sociolinguistics claimed that male like to emphasize their importance, so they are 

not afraid of using the personal pronoun “I” where it is possible. The third difference 

was female tend to use personal pronoun. It was supported by Yuka (2014:598), 

female students also use certain personal pronouns more frequently (your, you, 

our), as well as the indefinite pronoun everyone. The fourth difference was using 

many words between male and female students in writing argumentative essay. It 

was in line with Steiner (2014:8), female usually used more words in convey or 

describe something. For male students it was in line with Steiner (2014:11), men 

have a richer vocabulary and uses language better that women. The first similarity 

was the use of Psychological Processes in writing argumentative essay between 

male and female students. It was proved by Yuka (2014:598), females use words 

related to Psychological Processes more often than male students. The second 
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similarity was pay attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and 

capitalization in writing argumentative essay. It was related to the statement by 

Hasan (2011:13), who argued commonly males use compound, complex, and 

compound-complex sentences more than females do. 

DATA ANALYSIS 

Reflecting to the result of this research, there are differences and similarities 

between male and female students in writing argumentative essay. The 

differences can be seen in term of lexical features and the similarities can be seen 

in term of grammatical features. 

Based on the data result from the documentation, questionnaire and 

interview, male and female students have differences and similarities in writing 

argumentative essay. There are some differences and similarities between male 

and female students in writing argumentative essay in term of lexical and 

grammatical features. 

Lexical Features 

From the data, male students changed their personal opinions to the 

general opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result. The data showed that 50% 

of male students answer yes for this statement. Then, it was also supported by the 

interview result. They use general opinion to strengthen their opinion. The next 

differences between male and female students in writing argumentative essay 

was the use of certain personal pronouns more frequently (your, you, our). 75% of 

male students are not use certain personal pronouns more frequently in 

conveying their opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result and it was also 

supported by the interview result. Another writing style differences between male 

and female students was the use of many words in writing argumentative essay. 

The result showed that male students, all of them 100% use many words in writing 

argumentative essay. Male students also use different vocabulary in conveying 

the arguments so that there are not many repetitions.  

For the female students, the data showed that they convey the arguments 

in the point of view of other people opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result. 

100% of female students answer yes, they changed their personal opinions to the 

general opinion. The next differences between male and female students in 
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writing argumentative essay was the use of certain personal pronouns more 

frequently (your, you, our). 100% of female students used certain personal 

pronouns more frequently such as your, you, and ours. It was proven by 

questionnaire result and it was also reinforced by the interview result. Another 

writing style differences between male and female students was the use of many 

words in writing argumentative essay. 75% of female students use many words in 

writing argumentative essay. Only one of them used a simple explanation in 

conveying her argument. 

Grammatical Features 

The first similarities found was the use of Psychological Processes in writing 

argumentative essay. Male students 100% used Psychological Processes in 

expressing their opinion. It was proven by questionnaire result and it also 

supported by interview result as in excerpt #26 and excerpt #27. The second 

similarities found was paying attention to the use of sentence structure, 

punctuation, and capitalization. Male students 100% pay attention to the use of 

sentence structure. It was proved by questionnaire result. It was also supported 

by interview result. They pay attention to the use of sentence structure, 

punctuation, and capitalization so that their argumentative essay can be read 

clearly enough by the readers.  

For female students the data showed that they also used Psychological 

Processes in expressing their opinion. 100% of female students answer yes for this 

statement. It was proven by questionnaire result and it also supported by 

interview result as in excerpt #11 and excerpt #12. The last differences found 

was paying attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, and 

capitalization. 100% of female students pay attention to the use of sentence 

structure. It was proved by questionnaire result and it was also supported by 

interview result. As male students, female students also pay attention to the use 

of sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization so that their 

argumentative essay can be read obviously by the readers.  

Briefly, the result of this research showed that there were some differences 

and similarities between male and female students in writing argumentative 

essay. The first difference was changing personal opinions to the general opinion. 
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It was in line with Steiner (2014:10), another way of woman to avoid the direct 

expression of their opinion or the isolation from the groups is the use of personal 

pronoun “we”. Steiner (2014:10) as cited in Tannen (2010) also said, the fact that 

girls grow up in groups and identify with each other, so individually does not exist 

there. the second difference was writing an argument by expressing personal 

opinions (use more personal pronoun “I”. It was supported by Stainer (2014:13), 

sociolinguistics claimed that male like to emphasize their importance, so they are 

not afraid of using the personal pronoun “I” where it is possible. The third 

difference was female tend to use personal pronoun. It was supported by Yuka 

(2014:598), female students also use certain personal pronouns more frequently 

(your, you, our), as well as the indefinite pronoun everyone. The fourth difference 

was using many words between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay. It was in line with Steiner (2014:8), female usually used more 

words in convey or describe something. For male students it was in line with 

Steiner (2014:11), men have a richer vocabulary and uses language better that 

women. The first similarity was the use of Psychological Processes in writing 

argumentative essay between male and female students. It was proved by Yuka 

(2014:598), females use words related to Psychological Processes more often than 

male students. The second similarity was pay attention to the use of sentence 

structure, punctuation, and capitalization in writing argumentative essay. It was 

related to the statement by (Hasan, Ahmed 2011:13), commonly males use 

compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences more than females. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The researcher found some writing style differences and similarities between 

male and female students in writing argumentative essay in terms of lexical and 

grammatical features. There are three differences between male and female 

students in writing argumentative essay in terms of lexical features. Meanwhile 

there are two similarities between male and female students in writing 

argumentative essay in terms of grammatical features. 

  For the lexical features, the first difference is the way to express the opinion. 

Male students convey their personal opinion in writing argumentative essay, 

meanwhile female students change their personal opinion to the general opinion 
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in writing argumentative essay. The second one is the use of certain personal 

pronouns more frequently (your, you, our). In writing argumentative essay, male 

students rarely use personal pronouns. However, female students use personal 

pronouns more frequently in writing their argumentative essay. The third 

difference is the number of words used. Male and female students use many 

words in writing argumentative essay. The difference in the number of words used 

between male and female students is male students use many words by 

providing kinds of vocabulary while female students repeat many words. Male 

students are rich in vocabulary use then female students.  

     Despite those differences, female and male students have several 

similarities in terms of grammatical features. The first similarity is the use of 

Psychological Processes. Both male and female students use Psychological 

Processes in writing argumentative essay. They express their personal feelings in 

conveying their arguments. Giving personal feelings to their argumentative essay, 

can make it easier for the readers to understand what they want to convey. The 

second similarity is paying attention to the use of sentence structure, punctuation, 

and capitalization. Male and female students are paying attention to the use of 

sentence structure, punctuation, and capitalization. By paying attention to it, 

they feel that their argumentative essay will be easier to read by the readers 

since their argumentative essay is neatly arranged. 
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