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Abstract. This research is to respond to the problem of land disputes in the issue of land boundary designation and inheritance
distribution in the community of Maru Village, which prefers to resolve land dispute problems using local wisdom patterns as a form
of settlement through non-litigation channels and applicable in the Maru Village community Because according to the village
community, accommodation using local wisdom patterns is more effective, the settlement process is more straightforward and more
practical. This study aims to describe the types and characteristics of land disputes in the last five years and dispute resolution efforts
based on alternative dispute resolution (ADR) based on local wisdom. The problem in this study is the characteristics of law in the local
knowledge of the Maru community. The chosen approach is a variation between normative and empirical research, so the historical,
conceptual, philosophical, and case techniques are preferred. The method offered as a form of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) is
an effort to resolve using customary traditions and customary law of Maru Village, namely Hari. The resulting research results are the
settlement process using customary law and local wisdom in Maru Village in the field of law, especially land and inheritance cases in
the form of settlement efforts in the form of adjudication, conciliation, and customary law, namely Hari, which will undoubtedly have
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an impact on reducing (litigation lawsuits) because non-litigation settlements have been carried out with the ADR model
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I. INTRODUCTION

Land has many meanings in human life. First, from an
economic point of view, land is a means of production that
brings prosperity. Second, land can politically determine its
position in decision-making; third, as a cultural capital, it can
determine the social status of its owner. Fourth, the land has
a sacred meaning[1]. Soil results from a mineral
transformation of organic matter found on the surface to a
certain depth, influenced by genetic and environmental
factors: parent material, climate, living organisms (micro and
macro), landscape, and the passage of time[2]. A very long
period. Extended periods can be distinguished by the
properties of the original parent material, both physically,
chemically, biologically, and morphologically [3]. Soil is
essential in humans' lives and creates beings above the ground
[4]. Man's need for land is not only during his life, but even
until he dies, man still needs land [5]. Although land is an
essential need for humans, it does not become a basis for
someone to control and have land rights easily. Disputes often
arise when one party harms the other, starting from subjective
and closed feelings of dissatisfaction [6]. Land disputes occur
everywhere, and claims for land rights, both status and land
ownership, arise between communities[7]. In this case, the
government that has been assigned to handle the problem is
the National Land Agency (BPN) which in the Presidential
Regulation of the Republic of Indonesia Number 20 of 2015
concerning the National Land Agency Chapter 1 Article 2,
which read "BPN has the task of carrying out government
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duties in the land sector following the provisions of laws and
regulations. The problem of land disputes that often occur
involves not only individuals but also groups with individuals,
groups with groups, and even disputes involving
groups/individuals with the government as the holder of
power. Land conflicts have occurred since the arrival of the
colonizers with the indigenous people [8].

The people in Maru Village prefer to solve land
dispute problems using local wisdom patterns as a form of
settlement through non-litigation channels and applicable in
village communities [9] because, in their opinion, settlement
using local wisdom patterns is more effective [10], the
settlement process is more straightforward and more practical
[11], reducing costs because from the temple island, the
people of Maru Village must use a motorboat to arrive at
Kalabahi and takes approximately 2 hours, There is a sense
of complacency and also does not cause a prolonged
commotion compared to involving the judicial institution of
the state law utilizing legitimacy [12].Based on the
description above and the results of observations regarding
the settlement of land disputes based on local activism in
Maru Village, Pulau Pura District, Alor Regency, 2 cases of
land disputes occurred, namely in 2016 cases of
misdesignation of land boundaries, shifts in land boundaries
that used to be only marked with stones, when seeing the land
boundary mark had changed. In 2018 (inheritance dispute), A
was asked to keep the land by B parents, but after B parents
died, A claimed that the land belonged to A. Based on the case
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that occurred above, the author is interested in examining
local wisdom in resolving non-litigation land disputes through
alternative dispute resolution in Alor Regency, especially
Pura Island, Maru Village, by looking at the characteristics of
land disputes there and efforts to resolve them through local
wisdom.

Il. RESEARCH METHODS

This research shows the normative type, namely about
principles of customary law norms, and the empirical side is
in the study of empirical behavior/experience that is in sync
with regulations and standards. This elaborates on Von
Savigny's theory that laws are not made but grow and develop
with society. Local values are instrumental in ADR-based
dispute resolution by conducting anthropological studies
related to the role of local importance in ADR-based
settlement. In line with that, Ehrlich emphasizes "living law".
The natural law, living in society, is constantly evolving
beyond the rigid and immovable laws of the state [13]. The
task of legal science is to solve this constant tension. Legal
science is between making and implementing laws, and both
produce legislative products as a driver of social
developments so that the operational framework created can
produce conflict resolution so that it does not reach the
litigation path but is adequately resolved according to local
customary laws and traditions. For this reason, legal history is
also used in empirical types of law, namely identification
(unwritten) and legal effectiveness.

The problem in this study is the characteristics of law
in the local wisdom of the Maru community, so the approach
chosen is a variation between methods in normative research
and empirical research so that the historical, conceptual,
philosophical, and case techniques are preferred. There are
two types of data, namely primary data obtained from
observations to obtain data or information from the object
studied, FGD to collect qualitative data on group experiences,
views, and perceptions on the topic of resolving land and
inheritance disputes in Maru Village, interviews to obtain in-
depth information from indigenous leaders at the research
location and secondary data obtained from the results of
literature review. This research was conducted on the people
of Maru Village, who inhabit Pura Island in Alor Regency.

I11. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The types of soil dispute characteristics in Maru Village, Alor
County, in the past five years are as follows:

Mr. Djumata stated that the type of land boundary
dispute that became a problem was caused by differences of
opinion and the value of interests regarding the location of
boundaries and land parcel area [14]. The land, filled with
trees and grasses, has not been cultivated for six years, and the
border of the land is only marked by stones[15]. Then Mr.
Djumata went to develop his land, and he saw the boundary
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of the land that Mr. Pulamau had shifted because he did not
know the border of the land, so he cultivated beyond the limit
determined jointly by Mr. Djumata and Mr. Pulamau. Seeing
this, Mr. Djumata gave a warning to Mr. Pulamau. However,
Mr. Pulamau said that, so far, he had paid land tax up to the
limit that had been processed. Mr. Pulamau ignored
MDjumata'sa’s reprimand. This caused a dispute between the
two families, so Mr. Djumata reported it to the village office
to resolve the matter. Based on the results of an interview by
a researcher with Mr. Obisuru (45), a party who experienced
firsthand the land case in Maru Village on December 14, 2021,
at Mr. Obisuru's house with the question of what types and
characteristics of land disputes experienced by fathers. Mr.
Obisuru stated that this type of land dispute case involves
inherited land. The ownership of the land belongs to his late
father, with a land area of 500 m2. Initially, this land was
entrusted to Mr. Kelendonu to cultivate the land. However, in
2015, Mr. Obisuru's father passed away, and this land was
wanted to be managed again by Mr. Obisuru as his son in 2018.
However, Mr. Kelendonu did not allow and wanted to order
unilaterally because the land was considered to have become
his right. Therefore, Mr. Obisiru's family felt aggrieved and
reported the matter to the village to resolve it with local
wisdom.

Case Characteristics of Dispute:

1. Disputes between Mr. Djumata (40) with Mr.
Pulamau (type of land boundary dispute, 2016). Description
of the characteristics of land disputes is the land was not
cultivated for six years, filled with trees and grasses, and the
boundary of the land was marked only by using stones as
markers. Then Mr. Djumata went to cultivate his land, and he
saw the boundary land that Mr. Pulamau had shifted because
he did not know the boundaries of the land to shifted because
he did not know the boundaries of the land to develop beyond
the limits jointly tented by Mr. Djumata and Mr. Pulamau.
Seeing this, Mr. Djumata warned Mr. Pulamau, but Mr.
Pulamau said that he had paid the land tax up to the limit that
had been processed. Mr. Pulamau ignored Mr. Djumata's
rebuke, so a dispute between the two families occurred, which
caused Mr. Djumata to report to the village office to resolve
the matter. Settlement Pattern is Efforts to resolve are carried
out utilizing customary tradition and customary law, where
parties who experience conflicts will report to the experience
conflicts will report to the village head and submit their
complaints. The village chief will ask about the chronology of
events and problems. Then, the village head, as a third party
or listener, looks for solutions to overcome the problem. After
getting a solution, the guilty party will be fined 50 KG of rice,
20 L of liquor, and one pig. The fine will be brought to a
mutually determined one and get all Maru Village residents to
eat and drink together. The people of Maru Village prefer to
use this method because they think that if they go through
legal channels, it will be complicated.

2. Disputes between Mr. Obisuru with Mr. Kelendonu
(the type of dispute is inherited land, 2018). Description of the
characteristics of land disputes is The ownership of the land
belongs to his late father, with a land area of 500 m2. Initially,
this land was entrusted to Mr. Kelendonu to cultivate the land.
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But in 2015, Mr. Obisuru's father died, and this land wants to
be managed again by Mr. Obisuru as his son in 2018.
However, Mr. Kelendonu did not allow it and tried to control
it unilaterally because the land was considered to have
become his right. Therefore, Mr. Obisuru's family felt
aggrieved and reported the matter to the village to resolve it
with local wisdom. Settlement Pattern is the settlement
process will be carried out by customary law, through the Sea
(Hari), in the settlement process, each of the disputing parties
brings one red chicken as a condition given by the traditional
leader to carry out the problem resolution process, namely,
both sides parties will be together with traditional figures go
to the sea and cut the chicken and flow chicken blood and at
sea with the aim that if in the future there is another problem
then from the wrong party by itself will have an accident at
sea within three hours, three

Efforts to resolve land dispute cases based on local
wisdom in Maru Village, Pura Island District, Alor Regency
refer to the concept of local wisdom, various efforts to resolve
land disputes, according to Mulyo, as for several ways of the
resolution, namely adjudication, arbitration, and mediation
[16].

Based on an interview by researchers with the Head of
Maru Village, Mr. Manikita (53), on November 29, 2023, the
Maru Village Administrator Manikita Village office, who
handles land dispute resolution at the Maru Village office,
questions about how to resolve land dispute cases based on
local wisdom in Maru Village, Pura Island District, Alor
Regency. Mr. Manikita stated that efforts to resolve it are
carried out with customary tradition and applicable customary
law; there are stages in resolving land disputes by custom
[17]; that is, parties who experience land conflicts will report
to the Village office and submit their complaints to the Head
of Maru Village. After raising the case, the village head
determined when both parties would be called to resolve the
issue. After being contacted by both parties, the settlement
will begin with a question from the village head to tell the
chronology of the case, then find out what solution can be
used to get the results of the land dispute settlement; after
getting a key and knowing the truth, the next stage is that the
guilty party will be subject to sanctions in the form of
applicable customary law where the guilty party is subject to
a fine of 50 kg of rice and 20 liters liquor one pig. The penalty
will be brought on a day to be determined together, and all the
citizens of Maru Village will be encouraged to eat and drink
together as a deterrent so as not to repeat it. People of Maru
Village are presented so that they can witness firsthand and
know the customary punishments that apply so that people are
afraid and do not do the same thing again[18].

The people in Maru Village prefer to use this method
because they think that if they go through legal channels, it
will be complicated to resolve, and more clearly, they will
wait for a long time to get the results of resolving land
disputes [19]. However, if the solution is based on local
wisdom, it is fast, easy, and avoids grudges. Another reason
is that people trust the settlement of land disputes by the Maru
Village government more because the community appreciates
and believes that the local government knows more about the
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history and existence of land in Maru Village. Based on the
results of an interview with Mr. Lawangdunu (62) on
November 30, 2023, on the question of how local wisdom
efforts are used in resolving land disputes in Maru Village,
Pura Island District, Alor Regency. Mr. Lawangdunu believes
settling land disputes in Maru Village can be done with
applicable customary law. The traditional law referred to in
settlement of land disputes is through the Sea (Hari); in the
process of resolving, each of the disputing parties brings one
red chicken as a condition given by the traditional leader to
carry out the problem resolution process, that is, both parties
will together with traditional leaders to the sea and cut the
chicken and flow chicken's blood and at sea with the aim that
if in the future there is another problem then from the wrong
party by itself will have an accident at sea within three hours,
three days, three minutes, three months and three years.
Description of the dispute resolution effort :

1. Disputes between Mr. Djumata with Bapak Pulamau
(the type of dispute is land boundary, 2016), forms of
settlement efforts is adjudication with completion results he
process of solving problems between two conflicting parties
with the presence of a third person as a mediator. After getting
a solution, the guilty party will be fined 50 KG of rice, 20
liquor, and one pig. The fine will be brought on a day to be
determined together, and all residents of Maru Village will be
brought to eat and drink together.

2. Disputes between Mr. Obisuru with Mr.Kelendonu
(the type of dispute is inherited land, 2018), forms of
settlement efforts is conciliation and customary Law of Hari
(sea) with completion results dispute resolution process
through Laut (Hari), in the process of settlement, each of the
disputing parties brings one red chicken as a condition given
by the traditional leader to carry out the problem resolution
process; that is, both parties will together with traditional
leaders to the sea and cut the chicken and flow chicken blood
and at sea with the aim that if in the future there is another
problem, the wrong party will naturally experience an
accident at sea within three minutes, three hours, three day,
three months, and three years.

Based on efforts to resolve disputes through the courts,
whose results are often disappointing or the effects of
decisions are not satisfactory, they require high costs and a
very long time. The slow resolution of disputes through the
courts led to the issuance of a Supreme Court policy in 1992,
which stated that every case at the district and high court
levels be resolved within no more than six months[20] . This
is based on the fact that many cases are piled up in court and
go unresolved. With this situation, the choice of settlement
through local wisdom is a good choice in resolving land
disputes because it is considered more effective, according to
the people of Maru Village. Considerations where people tend
to use dispute resolution with local wisdom include:

1. Fast turnaround realized
The achievement process can sometimes require one or
two meetings between the parties to the dispute.

2. Low cost
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Generally, the mediator, in this case the village head, is
not paid; the administrative costs are minor and do not
need to be accompanied by a lawyer.

3. Confidential
Everything the parties express in emitting their opinions
to the mediator is closed, not open to the public, as in court
proceedings.

4. Unemotional
The approach is directed at
cooperation to reach a compromise.

In addition to the advantages of choosing dispute

resolution by local wisdom, there are also disadvantages,

namely:

1. Intricate execution mechanism due to the manner of
execution of the verdict

2. It depends on the good faith of the parties' reasonable
faith dispute to completion.

3. The mediator will not bring good results, especially if
insufficient information and authority are given to him

mutually beneficial

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research and discussions that
have been carried out in Maru Village, Pulau Pura District,
Alor Regency, it can be concluded that the types of dispute
cases that occur in Maru Village, namely, land boundary
dispute cases and inheritance land disputes that arise are of
course due to differences of opinion from various thoughts so
that they forget what has been mutually agreed. Of course,
villagers must have the awareness to make ownership rights
over land, and the settlement must be done with customary
traditions and applicable customary law. The payment of land
disputes carried out by customary practice in Maru village is
Hari; that is, both parties agree with the village head and
traditional leader to determine the time for settlement. The
process of solving the problem is that both parties will,
together with traditional leaders, go to the sea and cut the
chicken under both parties; after that, the traditional leader
uses customary language (sacred language) to solve the
problem, and the traditional leader gives a period to be
determined which is three hours, three days, three minutes,
three months and three years within this period there will be
victims from one of the problematic parties. The
consequences that both parties will receive are if those who
are not the owners of the above will have an accident at sea
and die. People choose this method because if it is resolved
through legal channels (litigation), it takes a long process and
has considerable costs.
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